Human T-cell lymphotropic virus type 1-associated retinal vasculitis in children.
To describe predominant retinal vasculitis in children carrying human T-cell lymphotropic virus type 1 (HTLV-1). The authors examined clinical records of patients with HTLV-1-associated uveitis between 1987 and 2001 in Kagoshima University Hospital and reviewed cases of extensive, smoldering retinal vasculitis. Three previously healthy teenagers noted mild visual symptoms and presented with extensive sheathing of retinal vessels, complicated by mild anterior segment inflammation. The retinal vascular disease responded poorly to systemic corticosteroids, had a smoldering course with persistent sheathing of retinal vessels, and eventually resulted in diffuse chorioretinal degeneration. Results of laboratory studies were unremarkable except for the presence of serum antibodies to HTLV-1. One patient developed HTLV-1-associated myelopathy 11 years after the onset of ocular disease. The retinal vasculitis differed from the retinal vascular changes commonly seen in HTLV-1-associated uveitis. The authors suggest a clinical disease HTLV-1-associated retinal vasculitis that affects young HTLV-1 carriers, characterized by smoldering retinal vasculitis with ultimate retinal degeneration.